
 

 

 
 

 

 
Dear Forum Colleagues,  
 
Three significant news announcements were made this week regarding Amazon 
entering the pharmacy space, two coronavirus vaccines, and the first FDA-approved 
coronavirus home test. If interested in these topics, please read on below otherwise 
feel free to delete this message.  

 
 

 

 
November 17, 2020 
Amazon launches Amazon Pharmacy and Prime RX 
 
On November 17, Amazon launched Amazon Pharmacy and Prime Rx. Since its 
acquisition of Pill Pack in 2018, we’ve been waiting to see what Amazon would do in 
this space. Below we’ve highlighted information about their two new programs. 
To learn more, see this link. You may wish to contact your PBM to see how they plan 
to integrate. 
 
Amazon Pharmacy 

 
• Allows customers to complete an entire pharmacy transaction on their desktop 

or mobile device through the Amazon App. 

• Using a secure pharmacy profile, customers can add their insurance 
information, manage prescriptions, and choose payment options before 
checking out. 

• The medications offered will be a mix of generic and brand name, but 
no Schedule II controlled medications will be permitted.  

• Amazon will screen for potentially negative drug interactions for those who order 
multiple types of medication.  

 
Prime RX (seems akin to Good RX) 
 
• Prime RX will work as Amazon Pharmacy's saving program administered by 

Cigna/Evernorth.  

https://www.amazon.com/stores/page/5C6C0A16-CE60-4998-B799-A746AE18E19B
https://www.cnbc.com/2020/11/17/amazon-pharmacy-free-prescription-delivery-for-prime-members.html
https://pharmacy.amazon.com/?ref_=nav_em_pharmacy_0_1_1_32
https://www.amazon.com/primerx
https://employersforumindiana.org/


• Prime members can access savings on medications at Amazon Pharmacy when 
paying without insurance, as well as at over 50,000 other participating 
pharmacies nationwide. 

• The Amazon Prime prescription savings benefit saves members up to 80% off 
generic and 40% off brand name medications when paying without insurance. 

• Prime members will have access to their prescription savings at checkout on 
Amazon Pharmacy. 

 
 

 

 
November 16, 2020 
Pfizer and Moderna Announce Success of COVID-19 
Vaccines 
 
On November 9, Pfizer announced the success of its COVID-19 vaccine, and on 
November 16, Moderna did as well. Both show promising results and all need to think 
about how best to distribute. The federal government has given pharmacists broad 
authority to administer once they obtain supply. If interested in learning about 
Indiana's plan to distribute COVID vaccines, view here. 
 
Moderna 

 
• 94.5% effective 

• 2 doses 

• Stored at minus 20 degrees Celsius for up to 6 months. 
o Once thawed, can be refrigerated for 30 days or room temperature for 12 

hours.  

• Aims to have 20 million doses ready by the end of 2020. 

• Could produce 500 million to 1 billion doses in 2021. 

• The U.S government will buy the vaccine for around $24.80 a shot and distribute 
to the public for free. 

• Currently in Phase 3 testing 
 
Pfizer 

 
• 90% effective per Pfizer on Nov 9th, but after Moderna announcement, Pfizer 

stated theirs was 95% effective. 
• 2 doses 
• Stored at minus 70 degrees Celsius (equivalent to minus 94 degrees 

Fahrenheit) for up to 6 months. Thus, must have ultra-low freezer. Learn why 
here.  
a) Once thawed, it can be refrigerated for 5 days. 
b) Minimum Order Quantity of 975. 

https://www.cdc.gov/vaccines/covid-19/downloads/indiana-jurisdiction-executive-summary.pdf
https://www.nytimes.com/2020/11/16/health/Covid-moderna-vaccine.html
https://www.nytimes.com/interactive/2020/science/coronavirus-vaccine-tracker.html?name=styln-coronavirus-vaccines&region=TOP_BANNER&block=storyline_menu_recirc&action=click&pgtype=Interactive&impression_id=f1d39210-2927-11eb-92f5-090af81c4f35&variant=1_Show
https://www.nytimes.com/live/2020/pfizer-covid-19-vaccine
https://www.npr.org/sections/health-shots/2020/11/17/935563377/why-does-pfizers-covid-19-vaccine-need-to-be-kept-colder-than-antarctica
https://www.npr.org/sections/health-shots/2020/11/17/935563377/why-does-pfizers-covid-19-vaccine-need-to-be-kept-colder-than-antarctica


• Aims to have 30-40 million doses by the end of 2020. 
• Could increase to producing 1.3 billion doses a year. 
• The U.S government will buy the vaccine for around $19.50 a shot and distribute 

to the public for free. 
• Currently in Phase 2 and Phase 3 

 
 
November 17, 2020 
First FDA-approved Home Coronavirus Test 

 

On November 17, the first FDA-approved home coronavirus test, 
Lucira COVID-19 All-In-One Test Kit, was approved under 
emergency use authorization. Highlights include:  

 

• First test that can be fully administered and provide results at 
home: Link to CDC News Release 

• According to the Lucira Press Release;  
a) This process takes up to 30 minutes, but a positive test result can be generated in as few 

as 11 minutes.  
b) Test results were compared with one of the most reliable FDA authorized high sensitivity 

SARSCoV-2 assays available. The comparative positive results agreed 94.1% of the time 
across all samples, and 100% of the time excluding samples containing very low levels of 
virus (at or below 37.5 Ct). The negative results agreed 98.0% of the time across all 
samples.  

c) Its COVID-19 test kit will initially be available on a limited basis in point of care settings and 
healthcare networks that prescribe the test for patients to use at home. Lucira is committed 
to making at home testing accessible and anticipates its test will cost around $50. 

d) The Lucira ™COVID-19 All-In-One Test Kit is expected to be available to patients served 
by Sutter Health in Northern California, and Cleveland Clinic Florida in Miami-Ft. 
Lauderdale, in the near future. By early spring 2021, it is expected to be available nationally 
through health care providers. 

Lucira Website: Link 
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https://www.nytimes.com/interactive/2020/science/coronavirus-vaccine-tracker.html?name=styln-coronavirus-vaccines&region=TOP_BANNER&block=storyline_menu_recirc&action=click&pgtype=Interactive&impression_id=f1d39210-2927-11eb-92f5-090af81c4f35&variant=1_Show
https://www.fda.gov/news-events/press-announcements/coronavirus-covid-19-update-fda-authorizes-first-covid-19-test-self-testing-home
https://2nyvwd1bf4ct4f787m3leist-wpengine.netdna-ssl.com/wp-content/uploads/2020/11/FDA-Authorizes-First-Prescription-At-Home-Molecular-Test-for-COVID-19-released-20201118.pdf
https://www.lucirahealth.com/#the-test-kit
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=0012x1H3VXPWcOlOY7eKyT3Jl-3f9RaTyIYluw8oOPxEPsl6UnRNrff2xvz4Lo_6Hbhc970uFO7ShFuQzRXQAG08aWe3qBv0h62X-sMKF1ZjQxIos9SkVVMhoWuL4FRmEruB4WOmLmxaHh6PqTfXUD_3aoyjLQ67yOi&c=DxtyqXYPb4iheueqjkwd26uUoy4uAjQDm30dgkIraG4dqKIzLR6qgA==&ch=mWDPPleHu_PKJ0ZW_petopfLFDbRvDhUXymlMBkpqcicj6_vWflxVw==
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=0012x1H3VXPWcOlOY7eKyT3Jl-3f9RaTyIYluw8oOPxEPsl6UnRNrff2xvz4Lo_6Hbhc970uFO7ShFuQzRXQAG08aWe3qBv0h62X-sMKF1ZjQxIos9SkVVMhoWuL4FRmEruB4WOmLmxaHh6PqTfXUD_3aoyjLQ67yOi&c=DxtyqXYPb4iheueqjkwd26uUoy4uAjQDm30dgkIraG4dqKIzLR6qgA==&ch=mWDPPleHu_PKJ0ZW_petopfLFDbRvDhUXymlMBkpqcicj6_vWflxVw==
https://www.linkedin.com/company/employers-forum-of-indiana/
https://www.linkedin.com/company/employers-forum-of-indiana/
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=0012x1H3VXPWcOlOY7eKyT3Jl-3f9RaTyIYluw8oOPxEPsl6UnRNrff25jhAY6BmKL0whIWvX-okdeKUUyCZcO5kgeRWX0cm0WN_gtbC0QBVogtH0PHzmzc50KOuTbx1tczmbAnuefr2EdKBQFVQ3mkj3BRBZrHObid0GIUMmDPbYnJNUIGEPkZzenIOco8bklcNbH8oxDSohUmK__8NwpNHkdNtcm9XnPuRDc5rHx9dPo=&c=DxtyqXYPb4iheueqjkwd26uUoy4uAjQDm30dgkIraG4dqKIzLR6qgA==&ch=mWDPPleHu_PKJ0ZW_petopfLFDbRvDhUXymlMBkpqcicj6_vWflxVw==
https://employersforumindiana.org/

